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all such as are not against faith or morals, and which are pious to God
and the Church.. ..Wherefore in some places it is customary that the Church
should have the dead man's bed or his garments1.
13     THE POOR LAW ANTICIPATED
Roger Bacon, Opus Majus, ed. Bridges, II. 251.
Therefore, as saith Avicenna, it behoves the Prince to
forbid idleness and sloth on the part of the people. Those,
therefore, who cannot be disciplined by compulsion, should be
expelled from the state, unless the cause of their idleness be
sickness or old age; for which cases a house should be founded
wherein such may live, and a guardian should be deputed for
them. For the state should possess a certain common and
public fund composed partly from the law of contracts, partly
from pecuniary amercements, partly from the estates or con-
fiscations of rebels, and partly from other sources; and this
fund should be devoted partly to such as are hindered of their
livelihood by sickness or age, partly to doctors of medicine and
law, and partly to common uses.
14     THE FIRST STATUTES  OF LABOURERS
Translations and summaries from Statutes of the Realm, 1735, p. 234.
These documents make Wat Tyler's revolt, on the one hand, and the
attitude of Purs Plowman towards the social problem on the other,
immediately intelligible.
(a) Edward by the Grace of God, etc. to the Reverend
Father in Christ, William, by the same Grace Archbishop of
Canterbury, Primate of all England, Greeting. Because a great
part of the People, and especially of Workmen and Servants,
late died of the Pestilence, and many (seeing the necessity of
Masters, and great Scarcity of Servants) will not serve unless
they may receive excessive Wages; and some [are] rather
willing to beg in Idleness than by Labour to get their Living;
We, considering the grievous Discommodity, which of the lack
1 A concrete instance of this kind from a contemporary document is translated
m my Medieval Garner, p. 593. Again, the Prior of Walsingham, as Rector of the
parish dmrch, "bad a mortuary of every parishioner in Walsingham, of the second
best aaijss], and if there was but one, then of that.1' Blomefield's Norfolk, i8ro,
*oL nc p. 277.350
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